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of the Mother Church and the concrete militant
expression of that domination in the Crusades. In
their splendid dream of the salvation of the Holy
Sepulchre from the pagan, the Middle Ages saw a
symbol of their highest aspirations : the knight of
chivalry was the symbol of the reconciliation of the
world and God. And it was this figure of chivalry
that put a cosmopolitan stamp on the literature of two
centuries, regardless of all national differences. Here
then the cause lies outside literature-itself; it is a
social force, a binding political ideal: it is not
primarily a uniformity of aesthetic taste.
But a condition of literary cosmopolitanism may
obviously result from the universal acceptance of a
standard of taste. This was practically what happened
at the Renaissance. Once the nations were agreed
that Aristotle and Horace were the supreme law-givers
of literature, the basis was laid. The essential
premiss was that there is one form of " good taste "
and one only ; and the effectiveness of classicism as
a universalizing creed lay in its success in establishing
this doctrine of one taste for all times and races.
But let us look more closely at the eighteenth cen-
tury, which presents some very complicated problems,
We are all agreed that that century was truly cosmo-
politan. But the explanation of its cosmopolitanism
is not at all so easy as we used to think : for it was by
no means only an age of classicism. The eighteenth
century was a century that looked both backwards
on its royal line of classic descent from the Renaissance,
and forwards to an age of essentially unclassic
individualism. On the one hand, we find the persist-
ence of the social and literary ideals of the age of
Louis XIV, with the aristocratic dictatorship of
literature ; but on the other we see—and here England
was the leader—the rise of a middle class which was
by no means amenable to dictatorships of any kind.
This middle class insisted, in litetature as in the national
life, on going its own middle-class way; and yet,

